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reading some good books.    Then he went away, and I to bed.
22nd. All the morning at the office. At noon with my wife and Pall to my father's to dinner, where Dr. Thos. Pepys and my coz Snow and Joyce Norton. After dinner came The. Turner, and so I home with her to her mother, good woman, whom I had not seen through my great neglect this half year, but she would not be angry with me. Here I staid all the afternoon talking of the King's being married, which is now the town talk, but I believe false. In the evening Mrs. The. and Joyce took us all into the coach home, calling in Bishopsgate Street, thinking to have seen a new Harpsicon * that she had a making there, but it was not done, and so we did not see it. Then to my home, where I made very much of her, and then she went home. Then my wife to Sir W. Batten's, and there sat awhile; he having yesterday sent my wife half-a-dozen pairs of gloves, and a pair of silk stockings and garters, for her Valentine's gift. Then home and to bed.
23rd. This my birthday, 28 years. This morning Sir W. Batten, Pen, and I did some business, and then I by water to Whitehall, having met Mr. Hartlibb '2 by the way at Alderman Backwell's. So he did give me a glass of Rhenish wine at the Steeleyard,8 and so to Whitehall by water. He continues of the same bold impertinent humour that he was always of and will ever be. He told me how my Lord Chancellor had lately got the Duke of York and Duch-
1 The harpsichord is an instrument larger than a spinet, with two or three strings to a note.
2  Samuel Hartlib, son of a Polish merchant, and author of several ingenious works on agriculture, for which he received a pension from Cromwell.    Milton's "Tractate of Education" is addressed to him. Evelyn describes him in his Diary, November 27th, 1655, as " honest and learned," and calls him ** a public-spirited and ingenious person who had propagated many useful things and arts."    He lived in Axe Yard about 1661, and had a son named Samuel and a daughter, Nan, who married John Roder or Roth, afterwards knighted.    Evelyn says that Claudius, referred to before (see July loth, 1660, of this Diary), was Hartlib's son-in-law.    If so, Hartlib must have had another daughter.    He seems to have been in some poverty at the end of his life.
*8 The Steelyard was situated where Cannon Street Station now stands. The Rhenish wine-house occupied the ground floors of the front in Thames Street-